division between Ogden and Reno. It needed, however, almost everywhere, extensive betterments in the shape of heavier rails, new cross-ties, better ballasting, longer sidings, and more substantial culverts and bridges. These improvements Mr. Harriman began at once to make, and in the first two years after he acquired control, he spent on the main line of the Southern Pacific (apart from the Central Pacific division) more than $20,000,000. All the available net earnings of the road were devoted to betterments, and no dividends were paid, even on the preferred stock, until 1905.
Reconstruction work on the Southern Pacific did not differ essentially from that on the Union Pacific, and it is perhaps unnecessary, therefore, to describe it in detail. Suffice it to say that during the period of Mr. Harriman's administration 373 miles of the old main line were abandoned altogether and 322 miles were rebuilt in better locations; new and heavier rails were laid on 4481 miles of track; 27,000,000 new cross-ties were substituted for old; nearly 1000 miles of track were ballasted, or reballasted with better material, and about 30 miles of wooden culverts, trestles, and bridges were replaced with earthen embankments, or permanent structures of concrete or steel. Seven million dollars were spent in building new sidings, or extending those already in existence;